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SPEAKER
This talk will discuss female sexuality as a trope and spectacle—both thoughtfully deployed and crudely exploited—in Chinese films about the AntiJapanese War (1937-1945). The recent prominence of female sexuality on the
big and small screens, from feminine charm to nudity and sexual violence, is
symptomatic of two tendencies in the representation of the war. On the one
hand, female sexuality as a trope opens up new possibilities for critical examination of the complexity of the war in ways that have not been possible before.
On the other, sexuality as spectacle allows war dramas to use the eroticized
female body to titillate the audience, a development most evident on TV but
not restricted to it.
As a conclusion, it will be argued that the current absence of a positively
enforced official representation of the war combined with the powerful pull of
commercialism and the constraints imposed by continuing political taboos have
resulted in a polarized prominence of the female body. This has become a site
for exploring the complexity and contradictions of the war. At the same time,
more frequently, it has been paraded as voyeuristic spectacle under the pretext
of purveying patriotic lessons. While the nationalist discourse during the
Anti-Japanese War had monopolized it and denied its femininity, the market has
now taken over the female body and demands extreme displays of sexuality.
Timothy Yun Hui TSU is a professor at the School of International Studies, Kwansei
Gakuin University. Educated in Japanese and American universities, he has worked in
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, and Australia before returning to teach in Japan. His
academic interests include the Chinese in Japan, the Japanese in colonial Southeast
Asia, Chinese food in Japan, Japan environmental and consumer culture, and world
heritage in East Asia. His most recent publications are Japanese and Chinese Films on
the Second World War (co-editor, Routledge, 2014) and World Heritage in China, Japan,
Taiwan, and Hong Kong (co-editor, Chung Hwa, 2014, in Chinese). He is co-organizer
of the following upcoming international conferences: “Fighting Women in Chinese
Pop-Culture” (with Hong Kong Polytechnic University), “Masculinity and War” (with
the Institute for War, Genocide, and Holocaust Studies, the Netherlands), and
“Heritage and Hybridity in Contemporary East Asian Foodways” (with Hong Kong
Shue Yan University).

KYOTO CITY BUS:
Kyodai Nōgakubu Mae
京大農学部前

KYOTO CITY BUS:
Hyakumanben
百万遍

IRH, 1st floor

North Gate
北門

人文科学研究所本館
1Fセミナー室1

KYOTO UNIVERSITY (Main Campus)
（本部構内）

This lecture will be held at the Institute for Research in Humanities
(IRH), Kyoto University (seminar room 1, 1st floor).
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