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David Lurie SPEAKER

Most students of Japanese culture or comparative

D e a d mythology are familiar with tales of the progenitor

deities lIzanagi and lzanami, or of Susano-o,

rebellious scion of the next divine generation. But

G d d fewer people are aware that such myths exist in
o e s s e s radically different versions with challenging contra-

° o dictions. Through close readings of two key
narratives—Izanami's death and afterlife, and

a n d L I V I n g Susano-o's murder of a cereal goddess—this lecture
places the sources of ancient Japanese mythology in

historical context and considers how we might make

N arra t ive G senseoftheir variant accounts.

David Lurie is Associate Professor of Japanese History

Va ria nt Accounts and Literature in the Department of East Asian

Languages and Cultures at Columbia University. His

g E I J first book, Realms of Literacy: Early Japan and the Histo-
In a r y a pa nese ry of Writing (Harvard University Asia Center, 2011),
received the Lionel Trilling Award in 2012. With Haruo

M yt h O | O g y Shirane and Tomi Suzuki, he was co-editor of the Cam-

bridge History of Japanese Literature (2015), to which he

contributed chapters on myths, histories, gazetteers,

and early literature in general. He is currently prepar-

ing a scholarly monograph entitled The Emperor’s
Dreams: Reading Japanese Mythology.
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