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SPEAKER

Kim Taegon is usually remembered as the first
Korean-born Catholic priest and a martyr. A product of
three centuries of Catholic missions in East Asia, he
stood as a tremendous figure in the Korean Church,
severely repressed in the nineteenth century. This
lecture, however, will not present the Catholic history of
a Korean priest, but the Korean and East Asian history
of a Catholic man. As it will be argued, Kim Taegon was
more a clandestine go-between than a priest, since he
spent many years in China and engaged in “religious”
smuggling. His fate explains why he came to be
venerated in the twentieth century as the patron saint
of the Korean clergy and the greatest hero of Korean
Catholicism. The “afterlife” of Kim Taegon will be
assessed within the general process of hero making in
modern Korea, the progressive indigenization of the
Korean Church, and the recent developments in
religious tourism. It is not exaggerated to say that his
posthumous destiny encapsulates the whole history of
Korean Catholicism, and shows why this religious figure
finally became more a cultural icon than just a Catholic
saint.

Pierre-Emmanuel Roux is an associate professor and the
director of the Korean Studies Section at Paris Diderot
University. He is also the co-editor of the academic journal
Extréme-Orient, Extréme Occident. His current research
projects include a biography of Kim Taegdn and the trans-
lation of Pak Chiwdn's novels into French. He has published
two monographs: La Croix, la baleine et le canon: La France
face a la Corée au milieu du XIXe siecle (Cerf, 2012), and Les
enfers vivants ou la tragédie illustrée des coolies chinois a
Cuba et au Pérou (Maisonneuve et Larose/Hémispheres,
2018).
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