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Europe clearly has “a thing” for megaliths. So much 
that, when Western European archaeologists went 
abroad during the 19th century, they seemed to make 
it a priority to detect and report the existence of any 
dolmen or menhir they thought they had found. When 
it comes to Japan, a �gure like William Gowland comes 
immediately to mind. However, non-European archae-
ologists have not necessarily made a speci�c category 
or point of interest in raw, more-or-less big, stone 
structures. Sometimes they do, and sometimes they 
do not, depending on the history of their respective 
archaeological tradition. This is the �rst reason why 
Megaliths of the World, as a project and now as a book, 
needed to exist: to build a sort of temporary summary 
and to acknowledge the existence of “megaliths”, 
in places and times well- or lesser-known, and their an-
thropological and academic backgrounds. If megalith-
ic structures appear to be universal, what makes them 
megaliths in the wide variety of societies that produce 
them? Japan, here, is an important �eld of study and 
re�ection, for Japan’s megaliths come in a vast array 
of shapes and functions, in societies ranging from the 
hunter-gatherers of the Jōmon period to the protohis-
toric tombs and funeral mounds of the Yayoi and Kofun 
period’s agrarian organizations.

Laurent Nespoulous is Associate Professor of Japanese 
Archaeology at INALCO (Institut National des Langues 
et Civilisations Orientales), Paris, and researcher at IFRAE 
and at Trajectoires. De la sédentarité à l’État Laboratory 
(Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne University). He is the author of 
numerous contributions on Japanese archaeology, history, 
and pre/protohistoric Japan. He is the co-editor (with Luc 
Laporte, Jean-Marc Large, Chris Scarre & Tara Steimer) of 
Megaliths of the World (Archaeopress, 2022).
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This hybrid lecture will be held on site (email required 
in advance) and via Zoom (meeting ID: 811 0972 7772).
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