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Lucia Dolce is Numata Professor of Japa-
nese Buddhism at SOAS, University of
London, and Chair of the Centre for the
Study of Japanese Religions. Her research
explores discursive and ritual practices of
religion in Japan combining archival
survey, philosophical analysis and field-
work. She currently is a visiting research
fellow at Nichibunken to complete a
project that maps out the medieval
Tantric discourse on ritual body.
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. Therritual history of Japanese Tantric Buddhism, even during its purported medieval
golden age, remains inadequately understood. Advanced consecration rituals, in
particular, have been little studied, despite their crucial role in establishing the identity
and legitimacy of Tantric practitioners. This talk examines one such ritual, known in
contemporary documents as yugi kanjo, through an analysis of Taimitsu (Tendai Tantric
Buddhist) sources. This consecration encapsulates the Tantric approach to ultimate
realization through distinctive practices of body marking and self-consecration. While
the ritual has frequently been characterized as heterodox, an expansive reading of
Taimitsu sources suggest continuity with established continental practices, underscoring
the necessity of reconceptualizing Japanese Tantric Buddhist history within a broader
trans-regional framework.
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