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There and Back Again

The Literary Journey of Japanese
Science Fiction

Denis Taillandier

This lecture will look into the
dynamics of Japanese
science fiction by tracing
back the gradual emergence
of the genre through various
guises — from extraordinary
journeys and war chronicles
to political novels and
detective fiction, examining
how it evolved over time and
contexts. It will highlight the
pioneering role of postwar
writers such as Abe Kobo
and reflect on science
fiction’s slow but steady
infiltration into mainstream
literature at the turn of the
21st century.

Denis Taillandier is Professor at Ritsumeikan University’s College of International Relations.
His research focuses on the interplay between science fiction and the scientific discourse in
contemporary Japan. He has also published anthologies of Japanese SF in French transla-
tion.

Ecole frangaise d’Extréme-Orient (EFEO)
Italian School of East Asian Studies (ISEAS)

MIKAGE ST _ #iiiEi&

f

CONTACT | Tel.075-701-0882 E-mail efeo.kyoto@efeo.net

: ISEAS WEBSITE | https:/iseas-kyoto.org

VH EFEO | ISEAS
D gami

\
W
3 5\4\6“’0E \ |

IMADEGAWA ST Sii)IiE

M SHIRAKAWA ST

o




