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From Metabolism to Post Metabolism
Japanese Cities between Utopian Visions
and Reality in Flux

Raffaele Pernice

The lecture will critically outline the
ideas and works of the Group
Metabolism and their iconic projects
in the context of the continuous
transformation of the Japanese
urban environment. Beyond the
forms and the aesthetics of their
© Kiyonori Kikutake, Marine City Project 1963. propositions, the cultural relevance

Image courtesy by Antxon Canovas and the methodological approach
proposed by Metabolism, rooted in

the responsiveness of Japanese
Raffaele Pernice is Senior Lecturer in Architecture  design and the adaptability of the
and Urbanism at UNSW Sydney, and a 2026 JS]FS traditional architectural
BRIDGE Fellow at Kyushu University. Recipient of a ; : ;
Monbukagakusho Scholarship and a JSPS Postdoc UQuSLYIEticE system_s, still retal_n
Research Fellowship, he holds a PhD in Architecture ~ S0me relevance. lts importance is
from Waseda University and a MA in Architecture  In the latent capability to address
from IUAV University, Italy. He is editor of the book the great criticalities of our time in
The Urbanism of Metabolism (Routledge, 2022). Japan and globally.
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